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•  CLIL, bilingüe 

•  double immersion 

•  imitation and language learning 

•  the 4 Cs & the 3As 

•  LOTS, HOTS, BICS & CALP 

•  scaffolding, ZPD 

•  Cummins’ quadrant 



1. Scaffolding 
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•  what is it? 
•  what’s it used for? 
•  is it permanent? 
•  does it change while 

you use it? 
•  what has it to do with 

teaching/learning 



1. Scaffolding – ZPD (Zone of proximal development 
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11. Free interaction and learning other’s mistakes 

Vytgotsky 

ZPD 
Zone of 
Proximal 
Development 
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Supporting content learning in CLIL – scaffolding 

1. Scaffolding learning – ZPD 
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1. Scaffolding learning – ZPD 



2. Task difficulty – BICS, CALP and Cummins 
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2. Task difficulty – BICS, CALP and Cummins 
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Task A 

Task B Task C 

Task D 



•  memorizing academically 
difficult texts that the 
students don’t understand 

•  preparing texts based on 
‘copy-and-paste’ from NS 
source texts 
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High Cognitive Demands 

Low Cognitive Demands 
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•  labeling diagrams with 
items from word banks 

•  copying + memorizing 
simple vocabulary 

•  choral repetition, songs, 
chants, games 

•  memorizing academically 
difficult texts that the 
students don’t understand 

•  preparing texts based on 
‘copy-and-paste’ from NS 
source texts 
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•  guided reading or listening  
•  making graphic organizers 
•  making comparisons 

between ideas or facts 
•  writing texts following a 

model or filling in the gaps 
•  labeling diagrams with 

items from word banks 
•  copying + memorizing 

simple vocabulary 
•  choral repetition, songs, 

chants, games 

•  memorizing academically 
difficult texts that the 
students don’t understand 

•  preparing texts based on 
‘copy-and-paste’ from NS 
source texts 
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•  guided reading or listening  
•  making graphic organizers 
•  making comparisons 

between ideas or facts 
•  writing texts following a 

model or filling in the gaps 

•  problem solving through 
group discussions 

•  comparing, analyzing and 
evaluating facts & ideas 

•  presenting ideas and 
conclusions from tasks 

•  labeling diagrams with 
items from word banks 

•  copying + memorizing 
simple vocabulary 

•  choral repetition, songs, 
chants, games 

•  memorizing academically 
difficult texts that the 
students don’t understand 

•  preparing texts based on 
‘copy-and-paste’ from NS 
source texts 
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High Cognitive Demands 

Low Cognitive Demands 
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2. Task difficulty – BICS, CALP and Cummins 
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Beginner 
(A1-A2) 

Intermediate 
(B1-B2) 

Advanced 
(C1-C2) 



3. Scaffolding in quadrants (Coelho 2007) 
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3. Scaffolding in quadrants (Coelho 2007) 
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Quadrant A: Beginner (CEF A1, A2) 
•  Use physical objects, and physical actions and 

activities to teach basic vocabulary. 
 
 
Quadrant B: Intermediate (CEF B1, B2) 
•  Teach new vocabulary as it arises, focusing on words 

that will be useful in various academic contexts (e.g. 
observe/observation) 



4. Supporting learning with CLIL materials (Guerrini) 
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Labels (word level) 
•  visual support for understanding content 

•  identify key terms & concepts 

•  undemanding linguistically 

Captions (phrases or complete sentences) 

•  More content than labels 

•  Guide to organisation of longer texts 

•  Linguistically more demanding 



4. Supporting learning with CLIL materials (Guerrini) 
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Content / Language Correlations  
•  Increased T sensitivity to language of topic 

•  Guide learners as they work 

•  Can be shared with language teachers 

Content Key language 
Properties    
of water 

Describing 
Water is a powerful solvent 
Water is attracted to other water 



4. Supporting learning with CLIL materials (Guerrini) 
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Scaffolding output 
•  Stem sentences, questions, instructions 

Stems Questions Instructions 
Bears live in … Where do bears live? Habitat: describe 

where bears live. 
Bears eat … What do bears eat? Nutrition: list the 

foods that bears eat. 



4. Supporting learning with CLIL materials (Guerrini) 
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                Mind maps 

 

 

 

         Venn  
         diagrams 



5. Giving language support in CLIL classrooms 
     (from Uncovering CLIL, MacMillan Education) 
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•  Create a psychologically safe environment 

•  Use of first language OK initially 

•  Speak slowly, articulate clearly 

•  Use an appropriate level of language 

•  Create many opportunities to use English 

•  Communication is of primary importance 

•  Develop all four language skills 
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