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Is this a counter-intuitive/paradoxical message?   

 

Language teachers ‘teach’ language by definition 

 

Of course we teach – but students don’t necessarily 

‘learn’ 

 

I learned French in spite of my teacher 

 

Or to spite him 

 



Nothing ‘wrong’ with this.  Its function is both valid and clear. 

 

 

However, I don’t want to criticise BUT…… 

 

Internet Cafe 



 

 

- The ten sentences feature ten distinct conceptual fields/topics 

- They have no overriding context, no topic ‘gel’ (see 7 & 8) 

- They derive from no clear pragmatic context 

- They sound suspiciously artificial 

- That’s because they are artificial  (see Number 6) 

- They are statements by people who are talking to themselves 

- They are all single or two-clause sentences (2 propositions maximum) 

- The objective is…… ‘practice might make perfect’  (but it rarely does) 

- To learn a language function, or to learn the function of language? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



La abuela de Montevideo 

(‘hacemos cosas’) 

We accept this practice because it is an ‘exercise’.  

It’s clearly not a ‘task’ 

What is a ‘task’?  (Lee, 2000) 



No task 

No reason 

No sense 

 

But we could make this 

much better!  We could 

DO something! (see 

no.3) 





The material is potentially interesting and well-produced, but 

it suffers from the syndrome of……. 

                    Slaves to the language! 

The conceptual content 

(festivals, religion, history) is 

subservient to the linguistic 

objective.   

Turn it around!   

Make the language the slave! 

That’s its function! 



LT Objective: Learn the  
2nd Conditional 

 Textbook Topic - Global Warming 

 “If I were President of the World, I 
would….” 

 Assessment criteria are linguistic, not 
conceptual.   

 Who cares about saving the Earth, as long 
as I can produce the 2nd Conditional? 



CLIL objective: ‘Save the Earth’ 
by using the 2nd Conditional 

 Textbook Topic – ‘Global Warming’ 

 “If I were President of the World, I 
would….” 

 Assessment criteria are conceptual & 
procedural.  (Will our proposals save the Earth?) 

 The 2nd Conditional is the vehicle for 
making these proposals (and saving the 
world!).   

 



English 
Production, Practice,  

Presentation  
(CLIL = PPP in reverse) 

“Las lenguas no se aprenden primero y se 
utilizan después; las lenguas se adquieren 
cuando se usan” 

 (J.M. Artigal) 



English 

I’m theoretically 

on my way to 

Proficiency! 

The ELT child 



English Throw them in at the deep end! 

I’m CLIL-ing! 



Results of becoming more interdisciplinary? 

Subject teachers become more 

‘language aware’  

Language teachers become more 

‘content aware’ 



What are the different perspectives language teachers 

can develop by CLIL-ing?  

Language 
teachers 

How 
content 
‘behaves’  

Language as 
subject-
based 

discourse  



Social Sciences-
Technology 

Music 

Science 

Geography 

Health and Safety 

Literature  

Subject-based   



Talent show Classroom exhibition  Presenting a digital 
timeline 

Project-based 

 



Explaining 
similarities and 

differences using a 
digital map 

Carrying out a class 
conference on health and 

safety habits 

School performance 



English 



English 



English 



English 



English 



English 
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Use languages… 

Again and again…  use … and reflect 

to do ‘real’ things 

for a real audience 

with a real objective 

with real contents 
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